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April 2018 

 

Family, 

While it has only been a few months since our last update was sent 

out, it seems like it has been much longer!      

This newsletter is a bit long, but it has many pictures!    And some 

information about our upcoming visit to the US, so enjoy…….. 

Since the first of the year, nearly non-stop teams have blessed us.  This has been a huge blessing as 

we have been able to get so many projects accomplished, and so much love showered on our babies, 

and the Bell family!  We have a window of a few weeks now without visitors, so I figured I had better 

get this update out when I have time on the computer! 

In February, an incredible group from Georgianna UM 

Church from Merritt Island FL. joined us. This group of 

eight ladies, and one lucky guy continued our “busy” 

stretch with a vengeance.  

Just one of the projects they completed was a storage 

shed near our shamba (garden) and tilapia pond which 

was badly needed.  Who could have guessed this group 

was some awesome carpenters! 

And they showered our babies with love just as 

effectively! 

 

 

 

 

On the heels of the FL team we were 

blessed by the return of Jon and Cathy 

Reese for our annual fish harvesting 

party. And to double the blessing they 

brought their daughter Sarah and her 

“new” husband Scott for his first visit to 

Kenya.  Without a doubt this was the 

wettest team we have ever had join us! 
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From the moment they arrived, we truly entered the wet 

season.  While the rain did not stop the work, it certainly did 

make it interesting.   This picture of the road to our property 

shows a little of the 

mud this team had to 

deal with while we 

harvested several 

hundred fish to put in 

the freezer for our 

babies. They also helped enlarge the pond and put a new 

liner in, and then refill the pond and move over 1,000 

remaining fish back to it, plus lots of other side activities as 

well!     

It was great to have some of our MpM Board (Jon and Cathy) 

here to get lots of “hands on” ministry with us. 

There were few moments there was not something going on, or 

at least “someone” to get your hands on! 

By the time the group left for a well-deserved time of rest and 

safari, we had received over 12 inches of rain, and were ready 

to take our boots off for a spell.  Little did we know what 

awaited us on our return…… 

A few days later, and 24 hours before our team left for the sanity of the US, we tried to return home.   

But, as we approached our area we realized something was up.  A bridge on a major highway we 

crossed over was nearly topped over with a 

torrential stream of water, (the bridge 

actually partially collapsed about an hour 

after we crossed!). When we were about 8 

miles from the MpM property we got a call 

from John (our manager) letting us know 

that the property was flooded and he was 

stranded about ½ a mile from the gate due 

to a crossing being under several feet of 

water.   We stopped with the team and 

spent the night in Kitengela at a “hotel”.   

The water receded enough that we could 

make it through the next morning.   We 

found quite a mess waiting for us at home.  
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There had been as much as 18 inches of water flowing across our property. A combination of heavy 

rain (3.5 inches in a few hours) locally, and heavier rain in Nairobi had caused the creek on our back 

boundary to over flow in a huge way.  In a creek bed that is dry 10 months out of the year, there was 

trash 10 feet up in the trees.  

The picture on the previous page is the IRC backyard, the water stopped about two inches from 

running in the doors. Thankfully, all our buildings are set up about 18 inches from the ground.  

The panoramic picture below was taken from our water tower a few days after the flood receded. The 

only “pond” that should be there is the fish pond in the upper right hand corner. 

We found dead (and live!) fish on the far end of the property. Firewood from our campfire circle was 

trapped against the far side in the fencing.  

The new fish pond had been completely over ran by the 

flooding.  We had to pump down the pond and was able 

to rescue most of the remaining fish.  But the biggest 

challenge was the several inches of muck that ended up in 

the bottom of our “new” pond.  

But, thankfully yet another team was arriving from 

Sulphur Springs, and they loved to work!  

 

 

Once again Kim and Terry Gray joined us, (more Board members!) gluttons for punishment as they 

are, on their last trip with us they spent some VERY long days 

(and nights) getting the IRC ready to move the babies into.   

This time they brought some help as their son in law, Zach  

came again to lend a hand. (Enough of the mud pictures!) 
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This team also brought a special blessing for Dave as his brother Chuck, and his niece Angela was also 

here to visit and help out. 

The team brought lots of supplies to build rabbit cages, and with Chucks past experience raising the 

furry little creatures we have now added another source of protein to the babies diets! 

 

In the midst of all the teams, the babies continue to bring lots of 

blessing and busyness to our lives. Since the first of the year we 

have rescued eight little ones, the most recent (as of RIGHT 

NOW!) is Abijah Joy.  

Abijah was dumped along a roadside in a rural part of Kenya.  

Thankfully, she was soon found by a passerby and taken to the 

police, who took her to a government hospital.  

She was treated for some infection initially, but when we picked 

her up this week she seems pretty perfect right now.  At approx. 

three weeks of age she weighs just over five pounds, so she is a 

tiny little package of joy.  

We also have been busy with growing Forever families. So far we have had five adoptions this year, 

with several more in the works.  

We continue to battle health challenges with many of the babies.  Along with 

the normal runny noses, coughs, and general ailments that come along with 

having 20+ babies under one roof, we have had some challenges with our 

special needs babies as well. 

Shadrach (Shaddy) continues to struggle with skin rashes from his many 

allergies, but recently he had some more severe breakouts on his skin.  It 

affected his energy level and appetite, but we are grateful that he seems to be 

feeling better now.  
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We continue to seek God’s guidance on how to proceed with his skin issues.  We are in 

communication with doctors around the world seeking ideas to try and find him some relief.  Prayers 

for him are greatly appreciated!  

Monday morning we will be heading to 

Tenwek Hospital in western Kenya to 

have Toby’s adenoids removed. We pray 

this will resolve some lingering breathing 

challenges he has had.  

Angelina will also be joining us as we will 

be having both of their eyes checked out 

while we are there. 

We ask for prayers for our travels as it is 

a 7 – 8 hour drive, along a road that has been frequently washed out 

lately.  

In closing this marathon update, we ask for prayers for our family as we start planning our trip back to 

the US this summer. We will be stateside from mid-July until mid-September. 

While we want to see as many of you as possible to share updates and reconnect, we also recognize 

that our family needs some extended down time away from the crazy schedule that comes along with 

this ministry. 

With that in mind we are asking for folks to step up and host events that allow us to share with more 

partners in one setting.  Weeknights work best but we do have a few weekends open.  

Events like noodle dinners, ice cream socials, etc are a great place to bring many together in a relaxed 

setting where we can casually share about the ministry and answer questions.   Fundraisers like 

bowling parties, 5k runs, bike rides, etc are also an effective tool for getting the word out.  

We already have one event on the schedule, a golf outing will be held at Tri County Golf Course at 

Middletown, IN on August 19 at 2:00 organized by our Sulphur Springs church family.  We will have a 

fun day of wacking a ball around, and learning more about MpM.   That evening at the awards dinner 

we will have a full presentation and update on the work here.    We would love to have you join us on 

the links, or if you are not a golfer, they can always use a hand in other areas!  If you are interested in 

helping just send us an email at dbell@mpmkenya.org.  

As always we ask for prayers for our family, staff, and most of all for our babies.   The hurdles continue to be 

there each day and we know it is only the power of God, stirred by your prayers that keep us going every day. 

Blessings to you from our family, 

 

Dave and Jen Bell 

mailto:dbell@mpmkenya.org

